
As the Covid-19 epidemic continues so does the impact on 
everyday life.  The situation is fast changing with the UK 
government now offering daily updates on the situation and 
issuing new guidance for citizens on a daily basis.  This is 
having an increase on all areas of life, including sport, with the 
latest guidance that individuals are to remain home unless 
they have one of four essential reasons alongside previously 
recommend measures such as social distancing. 

Major show piece events such as the Olympic Games and 
European Football Championships have been postponed for 
a year; gyms, clubs and outdoor sports areas are closed; the 
prospect of sporting competition in the near future does seem 
remote at this moment.  However, there are many off-field 
issues within sport that need to continue, irrespective of the 
possibility of sport being played behind ‘closed doors’, sport 
will need to continue to deal with off-field processes including 
outstanding conduct, welfare and safeguarding issues, 
including disciplinary matters and other sport related hearings 
in the Coronavirus crisis.  

Courts and Tribunal System

Whilst sporting processes such as conduct in sport matters, 
safeguarding, welfare and disciplinary issues, together with 
future selection appeals, are not dealt with in the public court 
system, the world of sport can take ideas from the national 
court and tribunal systems, if minded to keep matters 
moving.

Guidance issued has stated that judges can consider 
telephone or video links in a number of circumstances. The 
court service is aiming to make as much use of their current 
technologies as possible, and is working urgently to increase 
their capacity, so they can keep our courts and tribunals 
running smoothly. They still require witnesses for the most 
part to give evidence orally and in most cases in full view 
of the public, this can often prove problematic with limited 
technology. In addition a reliance on physical documentation 
and productions as opposed to electronic copies means that 
even if witnesses are to give evidence remotely the courts 
will have the logistical challenge of providing the witnesses 
documentary evidence.

The court and tribunal systems in the UK are reluctant to 
fully embrace technology in the provision of court services 
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although the current epidemic has led to some changes in 
their approach. This antiquated approach is largely down to 
the centuries of history and tradition in our courts with well-
established rules and regulations governing their conduct. 
Without such a large history sports are perhaps better placed 
to fully adopt technological solutions to the problems posed 
by Coronavirus.

Potential Solutions

Technology is the obvious solution to these matters with 
sport better placed than the traditional courts to full utilise 
technology. Technology is capable of facilitating hearings in 
the current restrictions on movement but also would allow 
hearings to take place whilst allowing for social distancing.

Sport related hearings are for the most part conducted 
in private and this lack of public access makes it easier to 
use technology without having to make sure proceedings 
are open to everyone. Evidence can be agreed as much as 
possible before a hearing takes place and witness statements 
could be used primarily instead of oral evidence being 
provided. Indeed hearings can even take place purely in the 
form of written submission without a requirement for a 
‘hearing’.

Such methods have already been successfully adopted in 
rugby who have successfully used video conferencing to 
conduct hearings.

Sports clubs should be aware of what their own appropriate 
procedures state and whether or not they are bound to 
follow a particular format, but even if there are prescribed 
processes, the exceptional circumstances we find ourselves 
in should lead to a common sense approach prevailing which 
can ensure not only a fair procedure but also the health and 
safety of those participating.
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