
As the Covid-19 epidemic continues so does the impact 
on everyday life, the situation is fast changing with the UK 
government now offering daily updates on the situation 
and issuing new guidance for citizens on a daily basis. This is 
having an increase of all areas of life including sport with the 
latest guidance that individuals are to remain home unless 
they have one of four essential reasons alongside previously 
recommend measures such as social distancing.

Safeguarding is a particular area of concern for sports clubs 
and many are concerned how the current outbreak will affect 
a sports clubs obligations to ensure they have completed 
appropriate disclosure checks.

Due to coronavirus, Disclosure Scotland has invoked their 
business continuity plans to prevent any disruption to 
safeguarding services.  They are prioritising checks for 
those working in health and care sectors. This may mean 
applications from sports clubs take longer than expected.

Legislative Changes

The Coronavirus Act has passed with many different elements 
affecting various different areas related to coronavirus.  In 
relation to disclosure checks in Scotland, the Act will allow 
Scottish Ministers to relax certain requirements under 
the Protecting Vulnerable Groups legislation to allow the 
disclosure service to better cope in an emergency and 
continue to support recruitment in key sectors.  This will allow 
Scottish Ministers to reclassify certain types of disclosure 
application to allow faster processing. 

This is unlikely to impact a sports club and their outstanding 
disclosure checks but it does highlight the difficulty 
Disclosure Scotland is facing in this unprecedented situation 
and explains why there may be delays.

Practical Issues

At the current time as we all practice social distancing a valid 
question is how a sports club would undertake an appropriate 
identification check on a PVG applicant? 
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As a sports club that is accessing disclosures it is your 
decision as to what pieces of identification documentation 
you check and how you see them to ascertain that the 
applicant is the person whose documentation you are seeing.

These are some of the options available to you in practicing 
social distancing but still being able to submit a disclosure-

1. They scan/photograph the documentation and send 
 them to you as attachments via email or text message
2. Copies of the documentation are sent through the post
3. Using video via phone, webcam or similar to check the  
 identification documentation. They show it to you via the 
 camera and you can note relevant information as  
 required
4. Documentation is dropped off to you via your letterbox  
 and then returned to the applicant once it’s been checked
5. As a last resort face to face identification can be  
 undertaken but please remember to follow the guidelines 
 on social distancing. 

The DBS in England and Wales has implemented changes to 
the DBS ID checking guidance for a temporary period from 
24 March. 

The change will enable:

• ID documents to be viewed over video link
• scanned images to be used in advance of the DBS check 
 being submitted

Given the joined up approach we have seen between the UK 
nations thus far in the crisis it wouldn’t be a surprise to see 
Disclosure Scotland to take similar steps in the near future.
In the event that Disclosure Scotland issue further guidance 
we will update accordingly.
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