
The Scottish Government has this week introduced a new 
Business Support Fund aimed at helping businesses affected 
by the coronavirus pandemic.

The fund offers two particular grants which will potentially 
offer sports clubs with financial support. These are the:

• Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Support Grant; and

• Small Business Support Grant 

Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Support Grant

This new grant allows retail, hospitality and leisure businesses 
including sports clubs to apply for a grant of up to £25,000. 
To apply, their rateable value needs to be between £18,001 
and up to and including £51,000.

According to the guidance the following list of sporting 
businesses will qualify for the grant. However the list is not 
exhaustive and sports clubs are encouraged to contact their 
local council if they think they may be eligible for this relief.
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Small Business Support Grant

Sports clubs can apply for a grant of up to £10,000 if they 
already receive:

• Small Business Bonus Scheme relief; or

• Rural Relief

Sports clubs can also get this grant if they get Nursery Relief, 
Business Growth Accelerator Relief, Disabled Relief, Fresh 
Start, Discretionary Sports Relief Enterprise Areas Relief or 
Charitable Rate Relief but are eligible for the Small Business 
Bonus Scheme.

If a sports club has multiple properties and is not eligible for 
the Small Business Bonus Scheme, they may still be eligible 
for a Small Business Support Grant. 

Sports clubs might still be eligible for this grant, for any 
retail, hospitality or leisure properties with a rateable value 
up to £18,000 each. All of their properties must have a 
combined rateable value of between £35,001 and £51,000.
Applying for a grant and getting paid

Sports clubs can apply for a grant from now until 31 March 
2021. To apply, they’ll need to complete an application 
form. This can be found on their local council website.

If a club has multiple properties they will need to make a 
separate application for each eligible property. Sports clubs 
need to submit the application to the local council the 
property is in. 

For further details on the grants and how to apply sports 
clubs should use the following link.

https://www.mygov.scot/non-domestic-rates-coronavirus/
grants-to-help-businesses-during-coronavirus/
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• bowling alleys
• bowling clubs
• clubs
• cricket clubs
• football grounds
• golf clubs
• golf driving ranges
• halls
• ice rinks
• leisure centres
• museums
• outdoor centres
• parks
• play centres
• playing fields

• race tracks
• racecourses
• recreation grounds
• riding schools
• sailing clubs
• shooting ranges
• ski clubs
• snooker clubs
• sports centres
• sports grounds
• squash clubs
• stables
• stadiums
• swimming pools
• tennis clubs
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